Essay II: Literary Analysis-When They See Us 
The film, “When They See Us,” directed by Ana Duvernay, is a dramatization of five young men who were arrested and convicted for raping a white female jogger in April 1989-a crime that they did not commit. The boys—Kevin Richardson, Yusef Salaam, Antron McCray, Korey Wise and Raymond Santana became known as the Central Park 5. The film chronicles the boy’s journey through what many believe is an unjust criminal system. 
Key Dates: Annotated Bibliography of at least three outside sources of the film series itself. Due Monday, June 15 on Blackboard, Rough Draft/Peer Review Tues.-Wed., June 16-17. Final Draft-Monday, June 22 on Blackboard. You will do a peer review memo at the end of your paper. 
Pick ONE of the following questions. 
1. The film chronicles how the Central Park 5 were portrayed as “animals” and “thugs” by the media, police officers that arrested them, Donald Trump, and the lawyers that eventually prosecuted and convicted them. 
Using examples from the film, write an essay that focuses on how the film attempts to humanize the Central Park 5 from their initial arrest to their release from prison to the time they are eventually exonerated from their crimes. 
2. From what the boys experienced with the arresting officers, the prosecuting attorneys, the media, the prison system, and their lives after prison, “When They See Us” seems to go beyond the re-telling of the Central Park Five. 
c

3. Between people like Colin Kaepernick and Muhammad Ali, there are people who are willing to lose millions of dollars, risk the loss of their freedom, and possibly their lives to stand by their beliefs and principles. 
Using evidence from the film and outside sources, write an essay that focuses on the how determination of the Central Park’s refusal to admit guilt contributes to what you think is the overall theme of the film. 
4. Recently, there have been laws removing the box from job applications that asks if a person applying for a job has ever been convicted of a felony because of the difficulty they have finding jobs. Former inmates also face a sense of alienation from their family and friends once they are released. There are some who believe that’s the just reward for committing a crime. 

Using the experience of the Central Park 5, write an essay that focuses on how the film challenges the plight of former inmates once they are released from prison. 

5. Even though there is little to no evidence linking the Central Park 5 to the rape of Trisha Meili, the white female jogger, Linda Fairstein was committed to putting those young men in jail no matter what. Moreover, the lead prosecuting attorney as well as other officers knew Fairstein didn’t have enough to convict the boys, yet they proceeded with the case. When the boys were finally exonerated by DNA evidence, Fairstein (and Donald Trump) still believed that the boys were guilty. 

Using evidence from the film and outside sources, write an essay that answers the question of whether the above scenario is indicative of the criminal justice system’s bias against people of color and why?  
  







































































































































































































































